Player Conduct

Soccer is a sport. Players work hard to master the skills, but should have fun applying them. The experience should be positive and rewarding and can be so by following these guidelines: 

1. Learn the rules of the game and abide by them. Play fair. 

2. Demonstrate sportsmanship. 

3. Accept the referee’s calls and move on with the game. You distract the focus of your teammates and are a detriment to your team if you are focused on the last call and not the current play. Throwing hands out, waving the referee away, whining and making calls for them only make things worse. 

4. Overcome your opponents with skill, effort and technique, not poor conduct and bad behavior. 

5. Encourage teammates, never criticize. 

6. Lead by example. Always hustle, never give up. 

7. When the game is over, accept the outcome. Your opponents may end up as teammates somewhere down the road. Respect that they love the game as much as you do and wish them well. 

8. Show up at the field ready to play and determined to win. 

9. Thank the referee for being there to call the game. Even a poorly called game with a referee is a fairer match than one with no referee at all. The referee can’t win. One side or the other will think he has done poorly. 
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